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   We are 
looking for...

...tomorrow 
     today!

COOPERATIONS

The TOOLS FOR LIFE Foundation helps to connect people in all regions of the world 
with vital resources: water, energy and education. Education refers to both school and 
craft education for children, adolescents and adults. Help for self-help is the basis of 
the foundation‘s activities.
Since its founding in 2008, the foundation has successfully supported and implemen-
ted around 60 projects worldwide. The focus is on sustainability and helping people 
to help themselves. The project volume to date amounts to about 850,000 euros. The 
foundation has already built six schools and supported, co-funded or supported nu-
merous international energy and water supply projects in cooperation with partner 
organizations and local residents and institutions.

Get to know the TOOLS FOR LIFE Foundation! On our website www.toolsforlife.de 
you can see what we have implemented in 10 years. We look forward to you and your 
support

WE HELP TO 
CONNECT

It was Henry Ford who already knew that success consists in 
disposing of the abilities required at the very moment. It takes 
not only a company’s masterminds, but also a new generation 
of High Potentials, exceptional ideas and practical influence 
of the modern economy to meet this challenge. Regarding 
research, WFL Millturn Technologies counts on two excellent 
partners and intense cooperation.

At the close of the 20th century, Professor Keith Ridgway and 
local businessman Adrian Allen began to work with Boeing to 
apply Sheffield’s traditional expertise to new materials, focus-
ing on machining research. The AMRC (Advanced Manufactur-
ing Research Centre) was established in 2001 as a £15 million 
collaboration between the University of Sheffield and aerospace 
giant Boeing, with support from Yorkshire Forward and the Eu-
ropean Regional Development Fund. Over the years, the AMRC 
has become a global centre for benchmarking of tools and aer-
ospace techniques.

The AMRC with Boeing is part of the AMRC Group, a cluster 
of world-class centres for industry-focused research and de-
velopment of technologies used in high-value manufacturing 
sectors. The group has specialist expertise in machining, cast-
ing, welding, additive manufacturing, composites, designing for 
manufacturing, testing and training. The AMRC Training Centre, 
which provides training from apprenticeship through to doctor-
ate and MBA level, is amongst the best training facilities within 
the manufacturing sector. It was necessary to found this centre 
and create a worldwide network in order to establish a com-
munity which is characterised by effective collaboration of re-
search, design, manufacturing and studies. A community which 
strives for putting technology into practice.
Even though their vision might have been underestimated in 
the beginning, the two founders succeeded because of their re-
lentless dedication and effort. WFL Millturn Technologies and 
the AMRC have been working together from the very start and 
the longstanding partnership proves that one can achieve sig-
nificantly more when cooperating with others. The cooperation 
ranges from basic research to application development. Early 
recognition of market developments and knowledge develop-
ment is crucial for their success. A large network of research 
resources allows for being on the very top of innovation. There-
fore, WFL and AMRC succeeded in creating values.

Innovation environment for companies and universities

OMIC R&D (Oregon Manufacturing Innovation Centre) is mod-
elled after the AMRC established with Boeing at Sheffield Uni-
versity in England. Oregon’s research centre unites manufac-
turers and universities within one innovation environment. The 
centre’s objective is to solve real problems for experienced 
manufacturers by means of applied research together with uni-
versity lecturers and students. The research is applied direct-
ly during the manufacturing process and addresses relevant 
problems followed by a prompt reaction of the manufacturer. 
This allows for generating added value and tackling the roots of 
problems in a timely manner.
Unique technologies and expertise, which can be transferred to 
regional, national and international companies, are identified 
and developed for industrial purposes. The principle of the re-
search and development facility is based on the following fact: 
investments in research and innovation alone are not sufficient 
for creating a dynamic innovative economy. Research must 
focus on supporting the domestic industry in increasing their 
competitiveness and being part of the local economy.
It is for cooperation, and more precisely shared research and 
development costs, that WFL is able to consider critical tech-
nology requirements. The Research Centre enables the devel-
opment and use of new innovative tools, techniques and unique 
technologies.

Dr. Sandra Rothenberger, 
1. Chairwomen TOOLS FOR LIFE

Innovation needs cooperation
Kenneth Sundberg, Managing Director After Market Sales 
at WFL, remembers his first visit to the Research Centre and 
shares his impressions: “I visited OMIC on the occasion of their 
first anniversary after the opening. I had the opportunity to 
meet the other partner companies and open new doors for 
future projects. I was especially impressed by the highly qual-
ified and motivated team. They are working hard to make the 
Research Centre one of the leading technology centres of the 
country.”
WFL Millturn Technologies supports this valuable partnership 
by providing a M80 MILLTURN. The machine is mainly and suc-
cessfully used for research and training purposes. It masters 
the most challenging manufacturing tasks due to its sustain-
ability and robustness. Thanks to this successful cooperation, 
WFL is able to optimise applied technologies in metal process-
ing together with their customers.
WFL Millturn Technologies is very proud of these stable and dy-
namic partnerships. Because innovation needs cooperation.
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